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EPSDT-SS SARs Requiring 
County Approval 

Example of an EPSDT-SS SAR for services/items that county 
staff may approve locally 
SARs have multiple components.  This example illustrates how to enter a SAR that: 

• Is a new EPSDT-SS SAR submitted by a provider 

• Does not require state approval 

 
 

EPSDT-SS SAR Allowing County Approval  12-1 Revised: 06/27/05 



 

12.1 Find the Client Notes 
1. After login, click the “Authorization” link. 
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2. Enter search criteria in the “By Client” area. Notes 
3. Click the “Search” button. 
 

 
 
4. Click the “Select” radio button for the desired client.  If an exact match is found, 

the option button will be pre-selected. 
5. Then click the “Add SAR” button. 
 
 

 

Search by Client, by 
Provider or by SAR 
data.  These sections 
are mutually 
exclusive. 

EPSDT-SS SAR Allowing County Approval  12-3 Revised: 06/27/05 



 

12.2 Select the Provider for the SAR Notes 
1. Click the “Hospital/Medical Provider” radio button. 
2. Enter provider search information. 
3. Click the “Search” button. 
  

 
4. Click on the link (blue underlined name of your selection). 
        OR 

5. You may enter the provider information manually in the grayed section in order 
to enter a PENDING SAR to print as an attachment to the EPS provider 
application.  Note: If the provider is manually entered, you will not be allowed to 
AUTHORIZE the SAR. 

6. Click the “Continue” button. 
 

 
 

 SARs cannot be issued to group providers, such as Group Certified 
Family/ Pediatric Nurse Practitioners, Physicians Groups, Speech 
Therapy Groups, Group Optometrists, Medicare Crossover Provider 
Only, and Group Respiratory Care Practitioners.  You must authorize 
the provider’s individual or (rendering) provider ID number. 

In this example, 
search for the provider 
by Provider Number. 
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12.3 Enter SAR Information Notes 
1. Enter SAR Information. 
2. Check the “EPSDT-SS” box when the client has Medi-Cal full scope with NO 

SOC. 
3. Chooese from the “Category” drop down list. 
4. Click the “Add Services” button to search for service codes. 

 

 

For any EPSDT-SS SAR, 
check this box.  
Client must have:  
Full ScopeNO Share of 
Cost Medi-Cal. 

The following EPSDT-SS 
items/services DO NOT 
REQUIRE State Approval: 
 

• Annual Cochlear Implant 
Follow-up Services 

• Aural Rehabilitation 

• Automobile Orthopedic 
Positioning Devices AOPD 

• FM Sys/Assistive Hearing 
Devices Related Equipment 

• FM System/Assistive Hearing 
Devices 

• Incontinent Supplies for 
Children Under Five 

• Medical Nutrition Therapy not 
covered by a SCC 

• Non-Benefit DME 

• Non-Benefit Hearing Aid 
Batteries 

• Non-Benefit Hearing Aids 
• Non-Benefit Radiology 

Services 
• Occupational Therapy Beyond 

Benefit Limitation 

• Skilled Nursing Services 
authorized by CCS on 
behalf of IHO 

• Special Care Center 
Services 

• Speech Pathology Services 
Beyond Benefit Limitation 

• Vendored Occupational 
Therapy 

• Vendored Physical Therapy 

 

 The item/service selected from the Category drop down will indicate if the 
SAR requires State Approval or may be authorized locally at the county.  
Please be careful with your selection. 
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12.4 Search for Services for Procedure Code Notes 
1. Select the radio button for the appropriate service code: procedure code, service 

grouping, drugs requiring specific authorization, and medical supplies. 
2. Enter search criteria for one of the following:  procedure code, service grouping, 

drugs requiring specific authorization, or medical supplies. 
3. Click the “Search” button. 
 

  
 
 

 

 

Search Tips: 

Searching by a “Code” will return matches that start with whatever you type 
in that field.   

Example for Service Code Field:”330”  

Returns many matches among others:33010 – Drainage of Heart Sac, 33011 
– Repeat Drainage of Heart Sac, 33015 – Incision of Heart Sac 

 
 

 

 

Searching by a “description,” returns matches that contain whatever you type 
in that field.    

Example for Procedure Code Description Field:  “Office Visit”  

Returns many matches including:  “Office Visit, New, Brief,” “Office Visit 
Limited,” and “PostPartum Follow-Up Office Visit.” 

In this example, we will 
associate a procedure code 
for Skilled Nursing Services 
authorized on behalf of IHO. 
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12.5 Select Services for Procedure Code Notes 
1. Check the appropriate service(s) for the SAR.  If an exact match is found, the 

check box will be pre-selected. 
2. Click the “Continue” button. 
 

 
 
 
 

Field descriptions are provided in CMS Net Web Online Help. 
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12.6 Specify Service Code Information Notes 
1. For each service code that appears on the SAR: 

• Check the “Remove” indicator if  an erroneous entry was made. 
• Select a Modifier for the Service Code (rental or purchase) if appropriate.   
• Enter Units.  Required field:  For NDC requests, enter  total number of  fills 

in the “Units” field. For all other service codes, multiply the number of fills 
by the number required per fill. Enter this total in the “Units” field. The 
“Units” entry could be a number, a volume (ml or cc), or weight (gm).   

• Enter Quantity.  This only applies to NDC items.  Enter the total number of 
tablets, capsules, volume of liquid (mls) or quantity of ointments/creams 
(gm) per fill.   

• NO entry should be made in the “AMOUNT” field for items with a price on 
file. An example of a SAR 

authorizing 960 hours of 
Skilled Nursing Visits. 

• Click the “Submit” button to save the SAR.  The status of the SAR will be 
“Pending.”  The user will be taken to the Narrative screen. 
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 Notes 

 

Enter Special Instructions 
listing all services/items 
authorized. 
 
The following instruction 
MUST be entered on every 
EPSDT-SS SAR: 
 
“EPSDT-SS: Provider must 
submit claims for EPSDT-
SS on a separate claim from 
from any other medical 
benefit item/service.  
Include pricing attachment, 
if appropriate” 
 
If appropriate, add the 
following entry: 
 
“A copy of the authorized 
SAR must be submitted with 
the claim to EDS” 

 

For any EPSDT-SS SAR, 
check this box.  
Client must have:  
Full ScopeNO Share of 
Cost Medi-Cal. 
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12.7 Click “Submit” to Complete SAR Entry Notes 
1. Perform one of the following actions: 

• The SAR number will begin with a pre-fix of ‘91’ indicating a EPSDT-SS 
SAR..The status of the SAR will be “Pending.”  The user will be taken to the 
Narrative screen. 

• The user may authorize this SAR  as any other. For further instructions, 
please refer to the Authorize SAR Physician/Allied Health section of the 
CMS Net Web Manual. 
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